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Introduction



Houston-Galveston Area Council (H-GAC) serves as the Metropolitan 

Planning Organization (MPO) for transportation planning in the eight-county Houston-Galveston area. This area includes Brazoria, Chambers, Fort Bend, Galveston, Harris, Liberty, Montgomery, and Waller counties. Our travel demand forecast model covers this area. The model estimates trip volumes for certain years in future by applying forecasted demographic data as input. Among input files, household population and employment are two major elements of the demographic input data. Decennial census has been the main source of population data while workplace employment data comes from private vendors. Nevertheless, CTPP 2000 workplace employment data provides an opportunity to check the reasonableness of the private data. We started by comparing Census 2000 household size by county to that of H-GAC’s forecasted household size. We found a significant upward increase in the average household size in the Census data. As we did more comparisons, we discovered that the percentage of Hispanic population in the region has been increasing over time. 
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Table: Regional Household Population and Employment 




  



 Estimates/Forecasts 

	(units in millions)
	YEAR

	
	1990
	2005
	2007
	2010
	2015
	2025

	Household Population
	3.73
	5.03
	5.25
	5.52 
	6.05
	 7.66

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Employment
	1.84
	2.39
	2.55
	2.69 
	2.99
	3.48 


Source: H-GAC, December 2004.
As stated above, Census and CTPP 2000 survey data played a vital role in H-GAC’s travel model applications. The following suggestions are provided with an intention to facilitate future use of the data: to make future CTPP TAZ boundary be identical to that of MPO’s. If you can’t for reasons of conformity rules, we expect that you give us guide lines on how TAZ boundaries are deviated from MPO’s submitted TAZ boundaries. It will save us a lot of time if we don’t have to make table of equals in future. Another issue that we had to deal with before we made use of the CTPP data was how to allocate the unmatched employment in smaller counties to TAZs. In our case, we looked at employment totals at places, and compared to the sum from TAZs. As a result, we adjusted proportionally at TAZ level.
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